TEMPLATE: Legitimate Interests Assessment (LIA)
THIS TEMPLATE IS PROVIDED FOR GENERAL GUIDANCE ONLY. IT MUST BE ADAPTED TO REFLECT THE INDIVIDUAL CIRCUMSTANCES.
Legitimate Interests Assessment (LIA)
This Legitimate Interests Assessment (LIA) is intended to help you carefully evaluate whether the use of personal data under the Data Protection (Jersey) Law 2018 can be justified on the basis of “legitimate interests.” Completing this assessment ensures that the proposed processing is necessary, proportionate, and balanced against the rights and freedoms of the individuals concerned.
By working through each section, you should be able to identify the purpose of the processing, consider why legitimate interests is the most appropriate legal basis, assess the potential impact on data subjects, and determine whether adequate safeguards are in place. 
This form should be tailored to reflect the specific context of your organisation and the particular processing activity under review. Each response should be clear, evidence-based, and contain sufficient detail. Where relevant, supporting documents (such as policies, risk assessments, or technical specifications) should be referenced or attached.

Section 1: Project & Processing Details
Project name:
	



Department/team:
	



Project lead/responsible person:
	



Date started:
	



Brief description of the processing (what you plan to do):
	



Categories of personal data involved:
	



Categories of individuals affected (e.g., employees, customers):
	



Does the processing include Special Category data? If yes, explain:
	



Section 2: Purpose Test – Identify the Legitimate Interest
Describe the purpose of the processing:
	



Whose legitimate interests are being pursued (controller/third party/public)?
	



Why is the purpose lawful, ethical and appropriate?
	



Would individuals reasonably expect this processing? Explain:
	



Is the purpose clearly defined and specific? Provide details:
	



Section 3: Necessity Test – Is the Processing Necessary?
Why is this processing necessary for the stated purpose?
	



Could the purpose be achieved in a less intrusive way? Explain options considered:
	



Data minimisation review (why each category of data is necessary):
	



Could the data be anonymised or pseudonymised? If not, explain why:
	



Why is no other lawful basis more appropriate?
	



Section 4: Balancing Test – Impact on Individuals
Potential risks or impacts on individuals’ rights:
	



Does this involve vulnerable individuals (children, employees, elderly)? Provide details:
	



Is there a power imbalance? Describe the context:
	



Would any misuse of data cause significant harm? Explain:
	



Transparency measures (privacy notices, communications):
	



Section 5: Safeguards and Mitigation Measures
Technical measures (e.g., encryption, access controls):
	



Organisational measures (policies, training, audits):
	



How can individuals exercise their rights (especially the right to object)?
	



Retention period & deletion arrangements:
	



Additional steps to reduce risk or intrusiveness:
	


Section 6: Assessment Outcome
Summary of purpose test outcome:
	



Summary of necessity test outcome:
	



Summary of balancing test outcome:
	



Overall conclusion (tick one):
☐ Processing IS justified under legitimate interests
☐ Processing IS NOT justified under legitimate interests
If justified, list any conditions that must be met before processing begins:
	



Section 7: Sign-Off
Name of approver:
	



Role of approver:
	



Approval date:
	



Next review date:
	








